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PAREWORD 


Swami Sadananda Giri deserves the congratulation 
of every lover of India’s history and culture on his latest 
addition to the series of works with which he has been 
building up the fascinating story of the ‘Expansion of 
India’ beyond her geographical limits so as to make a 
Greater India beyond the seas. The Swamm’s scholar- 
ship 1s not based merely upon books It 1s based upon 
a first-hand study of the monuments of Greater India on 
the spot. This fieldework imparts a freshness and _ vivid« 
ness to his treatment of his subject, which cannot come 
from second-hand sources. 

The present volume on Angkor Park fully maintains 
the standard of learning and schofarship shown in his 
earlier works on ‘Pilgrimage to Greater India,’ ‘Kamboja’ 
‘Suvarnadvipa, ‘Champa,’ ‘Malay’ and other works. 

The glorious history of the Cambodians would have 
been lost in oblivion but tor the arduous labours of 
savants like Finot, Coedes, Bergaigne, Goloubew and 
others. The Swamiji 1s following in their wake and 1s 
now presenting before Indians the story of the colonising 
enterprise and achievements of their ancestors in forms 
easily accessible to them. 

It was at first believed that the city of Angkor Thom 
was the creation of the Saiva King Yasovarman I ¢c. 
889.910). Various Buddhistic relics uneaithed later 
together with an image of the Buddha rather point to the 


conclusion that it was a Mahayanist monument. Four 
inscriptions recovered at the site of Angkor Thom 
clearly point to Jayavarman VII ¢c 11812120) as tts 
founder. Very probably Jayavarman rebuilt a new 
capital at the site of the old after its destruction by the 
Chams. 

The author gives a graphic picture of the various 
monuments which stand to this day as the silent witnesses 
of a forgotten history which is now being rapidly re- 
covered by the disinterested labours of both foreign and 
Indian scholars showing what co-operation can achieve 
between West and East 1n the field of learning. 

J associate myself with the author in our expression 
of gratitude to Mr. K. C. Dey, for revising the MSS. of 
the work, to Mr. Praphulla Kumar Das for kind correc- 
tion of its proofs, and to the Sindhi and Chettiar 
gentlemen of IndosChina for the kind hospitality they 
had extended to Swam: Sadananda Gir, which has 
enabled the Swami’s labour of love to bring forth such a 
valuable fruit of knowledge. 

I commend this small book to the attention of the 
public whose patronage alone can make such publication 
possible. 


Calcutta, Ballygunye, - 
ond June, 1989. Radha Kumud Mookerji 
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The Khmers may be best described as an ethnic 
complex of the Southern Mongoloids (from the maritime 
districts of the Southsextreme China) and an admixture 
of Austronesians, who fused in the upper reaches of the 
Mekhong with an offshoot of tribes linguistically akin to 
the Mundas of Chota Nagpur and the Khasis of Assam. 
The valleys of the Song, the Menam and the Mekhong 
have always been fertile and the climate of the region 
inviting to settlers Hence itis no wonder that from 
remote ages different people poured into this area, 
interbred with old settlers and thus various sub-races 
sprang, some of whom stayed, some migrated, and some 
were wiped out of existence, while others came in. This 
constant shuffling and reshuffling went on with the result 
that the race-origin of any people of this land, 
is extremely difficult to determine from the somatic 
and linguistic peculiarities alone. The negroid lips of the 
Khmers, which attracted the notice of a Chinese writer 
as early as the third century, pot to the fact that 
they had a larger share of Austronesian blood than 
their more westernly neighbours. 

It is, however, patent that this race must have come 
under the sway of the Hindu religion and culture at a very 
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early date and so indelibly both were stamped on their 
social life. Their royalty felt a pride in tracing their genea- 
logy to a Hindu sage Kambu anda heavenly nymph Mera. 
To derive the word ‘Khmer’ from the first ancestral 
names would be stretching the probability of the legend 
a little too far. The same mistake would occur, if from 
the abundance of architecture of the Dakshinapatha 
School, one were to deduce that the Aryan pioneers, 
who disseminated the Hindu thoughts were exclusively 
the South Indians. It is probable that one of the early 
colonists (like Sivaguru Agastya in Java) was an upright 
intellectual, called Kambu This Kambu, probably 
married a Mongoloid of exceptional beauty, who was 
given the name of one of the legendary Apsaras. There 
is astory relating to another Kambu who came all the 
way from India to occupy the throne of Founan at the 
behest of a celestial voice Both these stories should be 
dismissed as variations of the legend connected with the 
founder of the Southern Pallavas All that may be said 
in this connection 1s that probably, Kambu, Itke 
Kaundinya, hailed from the land of the Pallavas, 1f not a 
member of the royalty of that name. The snake-story 
is too thin and should not be made responsible for the 
serpent=-motif detected 1n the Khmer artists. If this were 
so, the Makara-motif which abounds 1n the facades of the 
sculpture of the presclassic period of Kamboja «modern 
Cambodia) should have had a Makaraslegend in its 
support. The relation between this KaundinyasSoma 
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legend and the Khmer royalty lay in the fact that 
Chitrasena Mahendravarman like his brother Bhavavar- 
man I, claimed his descent from the Founan Emperors, 
who became so weak during the decade 535=45, that he 
lost his throne to the King of Khmers. Chitrasena was 
a leader of army under his brother Bhavavarman and 
there isa Linga ¢the Phallic emblem ot Lord Siva) at 
Thma Kre founded by this hero With the change of 
kings, the capitals of the country seem to alter. Bhavas 
pura, the seat of Bhavavarman’s government was 
transferred to Isanapura, whose Lord, Isanavarman sent 
an envoy to China in the first quarter of the 7th century. 
Jayavarman II was their descendant, who occupied the 
throne at Hartharalayapum in Roluoh atea in 802 A. D. 
We are not certain that Jayavarman II introduced 
faterite in shrine-building, though he might have come 
fiom Java. For new :esearches show that we must no 
longer confuse him with Jayavarman VII, founder of 
Angkor Thom. 

Even then we can hardly say that our present 
knowledge of the Khmer artistic creations and political 
achievements 1s complete. Nothing could be further 
from it and were it not for incessant labours of savants 
like Finot, Coedes, Bergaigne and Goloubew, we would 
be hampered at every stage in ou rebuilding the past 
glory of the Cambodians To reconstruct an authentic 
and connected story of the ancient Cambodians, 
architectural evidences have to be carefully sifted, one 
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must remember that a transformation of Siva to 
Avalokiteswara was an easy one with a people of liberal 
views like Khmers. Moreover, ruins that lie buried to- 
day in the ground or remain hidden behind tropical over- 
growth have to be properly reinstated and their inscrip- 
tions thoroughly scrutinised, above all, anachronic 
details and impossible anecdotes have to be painstakingly 
weeded out, while fresh facts have to be checked and 
verified before they are accepted and embodied into the 
true history of the race. Till 1934, one cherished a 
fond belief that the Sivaite King Yasovarman I (Ca. 889- 
910) was the creator of Angkor Thom and of the 
central piece of the Bayon But M. Finot grew sus- 
picious as to its Sivaite origin, for innumerable 
Buddhistic architectural relics were unearthed in 1923 
Even Angkor Thom, was in his opinion, a Mahayanist 
sanctuary. This has been fully brone out by the dis- 
covery of a great Buddhamurti and M Stern in 1927 
ascribed the founding of Angkor Thom to Suryavarman 
], a staunch follower of the Lord Amitava Lokeswara 
But it was left to M Coedes to put the whole thing 
beyond doubt. There were exhumed fou: inscriptions 
from the corners of the site of Angkot Thom which 
clearly pointed to Jayavarman VII (118121201) of the 
twelfth century as the creator of Angkor Thom the 
Bayon, Ta Prohm etc. What Yasovarman I really 
built was the city of Yasodharapura, the first stones of 
which according to M. Finot might have been laid by 
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Jayavarman II <802=869) or by his successor Indravar- 
man I (8772889), father of Yasovarman I. Hariharalaya- 
purt, the capital of Jayavarman II and his predecessors, 
the ruins of which have been located at Roluoh, some 
twelve miles anda half S.E. of Angko: Thom, was 
gradually abandoned, for reasons not yet clear to us. 
The capital of Yasovarman lay about Phnom Bakheng 
which lies nght at the centre of a rectiliner area of 16 sq. 
Km_ This area included some 7 to 8 hundred tanks dug 
up forthe benefit of the Khmer: peasantry and town 
populace This discovery has been due tothe patient 
excavations and intelligent researches of Dr Goloubew 
during 1932234. The natural mound otf Bakheng 1s 
now identified as the Cential Hill of the inscriptions, an 
honour which was hitherto 1eserved for the Bayon. 
This Phnom Bakheng in the Roluoh area, and like its 
successor at the Bayon was considered a suitable altar 
to1 the Yasodhareswara Girisha <the Lord of the Hill. 
It is centrally placed ona raised pyramid base. The 
Siva-murti must have been the guardian deity of Yasovar- 
man I, who like most of the Hinduised Khmers showed 
a spiritual liberalism by erecting the Saugatashrama 
Monastery at Tep Pranam,a purely Buddhistic nsti- 
tution which was richly donated by votaries of Hari, 
who must have mustered strong in the capital Hartha- 
ralaya of Jayavarman II and Indravarman I, had also a 
Vishnustemple subsidised from the royal treasury of 
Yasovarman I, but no traces of it have yet come to 
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light This religious catholicism is best witnessed in 
another temple of the Angkor Park, that of Prah Palilas 
whereon a three-headed elephant, a Brahma ona three 
headed swan and a Sakyamuni are curved on the lintels. 
The western and the southern Gopuras of Yasodharapurt 
have been excavated from the foot of the Bakheng 
mound. This leads one to believe that the Chams 
destroyed this ancient Khmer capital in about 1177 and 
levelled it to the ground, which necessitated Jayavatman 
VII to rebuild a new capital onthe site of the old, 
preserving at the same time the symmetry of the ancient 
plan asa whole This new capital, or Nagara Dham, 
the Khmer intonation 1educed to Angkor Thom 

* The founder of this stupendous edifice, which his sons 
probably finished and which his successors further em-= 
bellished with fresh buildings equally noble but more 
magnificient, Ankor Vat being the most glorious of all, 
should be admired for his brilliant departure from the 
Dakshinapatha style which had hitherte dominated the 
Khmer atchitecture This Aryan School the Cambo- 
dians modified or elaborated, altered or added according 
to their own notions of aesthetics, it was as much 
Khmer in technic as 1t was South Indian in principle, 
it certainly received a strong smpetus under Indravar- 
man I and Yasovarman I and reached a peak of sculp- 
tural peifection in Bantey Srei Its canon allowed the 
building of the main sanctuary on an elevated pyramid 
base and for this purpose it was natural for the royal 
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enthusiast to select a hill or a mound. There were 
flights of stairs adorned sometimes with lions etc , lead« 
ing to the shrine on the top On the lowe: level there 
would be an exact but smaller replica of the principal 
Sanctuary on either side and generally a large water 
basin was dug nearby the cential base That these 
temples and monuments were made of bricks, that they 
differed only in certain decorations and that they were not 
linked up by covered passages with one another when 
constructed in groups, were perhaps the principal charac«# 
teristics by which they could be distinguished from those 
of the classic period inaugurated by the Ankor Thom. 
All Khmer edifices, display lintel works, bas-reltefs, 
figures, petrographs, and orientation in bronze. They 
are generally enclosed by high lateiite walls with oinas 
mental gopuras, broad ditches are seen atound the walls 
as a first line of defence Whats more, the Central 
Temple 1s as often as not, situated at the crossing 
points of the diagonals of the rectilinear area occupied 
by the main monument along with prasats or minor 
buildings. Bakhong, Prah=Ko and Lolei among a_ host 
of others represent most of the characteristics of the 
ancient period of the Khmer architecture. The first 
named temple was raised perhaps at the same time as 
Prah=Ko to the honour of Siva Indreswara. The ground 
enclosed measures almost 6 sq. km the central pyramid 
has eight towers but no prasats and the hackneyed 
snake motif in the avenue balustrade represents the 
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legendary Vasuki used as a churning rope between the 
Devas and the Daityas. The nearby temple of the 
Sacred Cow or PrahsKo gives the 9th century, <880) 
as the date of its royal founder’s accession to the throne. 
Lolei, a temple dedicated to the memory of Yasovar- 
man’s ancestor, mentions the 12th July, 893 as the date 
of its founder's coronation. It has four towers and as 
many prasats where Siva and Sivami have their images 
The laterite decoration in the facades seem to be of late 
innovations, for Yasovarman period appears to have 
made use of bitcks alone. The clothing and drapery of 
the murtis are of interest as they represent the national 
costumes of the day. In both these temples pilaster 
decorations are worth noticing 

Bantey Sret, some two and twenty miles from the 
Angkor group, was dedicated to the Tribhuvaneswara 
Siva in 967 by Jayavaiman V_ It marks a step in the 
transitional period, when the ancient Khmer was 
slowly merging into the classical Khmer In proportions 
and dimentions it 1s very modest and of the six buildings 
in the inner conclave two served probably as deposi= 
tories of sacred literature The arched lobby, an addi- 
tion, which reminds one of the immense vaulted corri= 
dors of Angkor Vat 1s a_ small one and the three 
central edifices still display elaborate workmanship. 
Each ‘ledge’ of the temple tops holds some of the finely 
carved representations of mythical beings and some 
of the niches still present fine statuettes. From a dis= 
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tance these spires would appear fike a jewelled crown 
ona stately monarch. The exquisite carvings of the 
inside temple-walls are silent witnesses to the deftness 
of the Khmer sculptors. Of course, according to the 
Hindu canon of architecture, specially of Sivaite inclina« 
tion, the temple gates are on the east and the gopuras 
in the outer compound walls are also in the east and the 
west 

The temple of the Pre Rup 1s of the same period. Its 
five towers placed on an elevated platform, built on 
“graded tiers’ with ‘tied 1ed bricks’, are attractive because 
it formerly served the purpose of Smasaneswara Siva 
Yet with all their fineness of execution and sense of 
proportion none of the architectural effoits of this 
ancient period have the stateliness and majesty of the 
Angkor group, which though dilapidated, still strikes 
modein connoisseur with awe and admiration. 

Angkor in her palmy days has been described 1n 
details by a Chinese traveller who visited her in 1296 
AD The outer wall, says he, of the city of Angkor 
1s about 20 f11n circumference It has five main gates, 
each flanked by oriented side gates. Outside the wall 
there is a big moat, outside the moat there are cause 
ways with large bridges On either side of the bridges 
there are fiftysfour stone genii <one hundred and eight 
in all, a sacred number), like stone generals, 
huge and terrble The five gates are exactly 
alike The parapets ot the bridges are of stone, 
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carved in the shape of nine-headed snakes. On the 
gates of the wall are five stonezheads of Buddha, one 
of the middle is ornamented with gold. On both sides 
of the gates are carved stone elephants The wall 
is built throughout with stones laid one on the other, 
it 1s about two Chang high The stones are very cares 
fully and solidly joined and no weeds grow on them 
There are no battlements Here and there are small 
houses empty. The inner side of the rampart forms 
as it were a ramp of more than ten Chang, at the top 
of which are large gates closed at night, opened in the 
morning. There are guardians at the gate, dogs alone 
are forbidden to enter The walls form a regular 
square, at the four corners of which stand four stone 
towers. Criminals who have their big toes cut off are 
demed entrance Marking the centre of the Nagara 
there 1s a tower of gold (Bayon) flanked by more than 
twenty stone towers and several hundred stone cells. On 
the east side there are a gold bridge with two gold lions 
on each side, and eight gold Buddhas standing at the foot 
of the stone chambers. At about one li north of the 
tower of gold, there 1s a tower of brass (Bauphon) still 
higher than the tower of gold, the aspect of which 1s 
really impressive At the foot there are more than ten 
small stone houses One I: still further north lies the 
residence of the king. In the sovereign’s retiring cham- 
bers there is yet another tower of gold (Phinemanakas). 
The palace, the official dwellings and the houses of the 
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nobles all face the east. The tiles of the private apart= 
ments are of lead; those of the other buildings, of yellow 
clay. The piers of the bridge are of enormous size and 
have Buddhas carved and painted on them. 

After a fapse of six hundred years a glimpse of the 
site, the Bayon in particular, is given by a French 
traveller who had to force his way 1n thicklyswooded 
area with the help of a stick Even the edifices theme 
selves are lost in the foliage of towering trees which had 
in the meanwhile burrowed into stone-joints. Instead of 
devotees and monks, the holy places ate the shelter-holes 
for monkeys and other denizens of forests Inspite of 
the ravages of time, these ancient aichitectures of the 
Khmers drew the attraction of H. Mouhat 1n 1860, and 
tt was his compatison with Verseilles that started the 
archeological excavations of the Government of Indos# 
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THE PRAH-KAHN. 

In the days of glory, the PrahsKahn or the Divine 
Kharga of gold, itself a gift from the King of Gods was 
at the side of the Khmer monarch on public occasions 
and ceremonials. On these occasions, troops on 
horsesback would lead the procession of the royal flag- 
bearers , after them came the ladies of the court in a 
band of five hundred, their persons decorated with orna- 
mented skirts, their coiffeurs bedecked with bouquets, 
their hands carrying lighted candles Then came the gold 
and silver wares of the King’s houseshold, then different 
styles of royal abharanas (they must have been of prez 
cious metal set with jewels and pearls suitable for a 
powerful potentate) which were followed by armours and 
weapons, all these were borne by women of rank. 
They served as the King’s personal guards, they 
preceded chanots drawn by horses and goats whose 
trappings were of gold. The courtiers, the members of 
the royal family, the King’s chief counsellors, all came 
in their respective carriages as befitted their ranks. 
Palanquins with gold poles were chiefly used by the 
royal consorts and the last of all was the King standing 
erect on an elephant or walking sometimes without even 
sandals, with the Prahs=Kahn dazzling by him. 

The temple of the Prah-Kahn, named after the divine 
weapon of which it was probably a repository, belongs 
probably to the pre=Bayon period , some suggest that a 
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son of the ruler of Sri Dharmmarat, the centre of ex 
tragenous Hinduism, became the occupant of the Khmer 
throne in the XIth century. Suryavarman | was a 
Buddhist but scenes sculptured on the temple walls and 
the gateways are episodes from Ramayana, besides a 
story of Sn Krishna, and the figures of the Hindu trinity, 
Brahma, Vishnu and Maheswara. Much of the buildings 
are crumbling down. There 1s an auditorium where the 
images of the mythical bird-carner of Vishnu, namely 
Garuda, are seen at the corners. The inner conclave 1s 
surrounded by a latente wall while the main portico 
faces the east. The square temple inthe centieis of 
sandstone. Roofed corridors there must have existed 
but have all been destroyed by the ravages of time 

But all the splendour of yoreis Jost except those 
which arein runs The withdrawal of the seat of the 
political power from its neighbourhood after the Khmer 
power had dechned must have been the cause of age-« 
long neglet for which the present Cambodians have to 
thank the three hundred years of Siamese occupation. 
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( TWAT AMAA svve-acas a: F: ) 
“Pama tt Tara wa sueayz 
SMTATATA-aMNa, FAIA Fava: | 
MSA MAMAAy-WAIaY Tear 
Saraaya Bem HARA: BA-ReA 
“Arad saAeTe Taaa-aPTa 
STUM-Aa-Tal casas BT Tata 
afafay aaa yar sifseafa a TSA, 
afaa qa sam fre enfaar a fe 0” 
“aa fatisirey gar: yteit aeat afe 
TAT BAM: AWhar-yU-faa- era: 0” 
“Va-gaa aradt 4, TATA Asta: | 
a aa Teatn: | Ta-Jear ayers: ” 
“Seat fara: At wt TS TERA 1” 

Tara F senha wAivar-fe aaferar 0” 
“aharrana Ga: ararea: & a area” 
“qa-faa ct fata aerra-aceaar u” 
“qa-wa-frarard, weawra-frrearay”’ 
Camas FMI ae AMAA Bea |” 
“STaea-ad WeNshs aa ara: wv” 
“fred qyt ay:, eH, frat wafer carat | 
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Uaia agers THieat aaa ’”’ 
“OANA AAA AL WATE-SaTaTaay tt 
Sarai Fea, Ata waaay: ww” 
‘fray dareaa fafirg 

farata aat fafa 1°’ 
“suarna-arnreat sires grate 1” 
a war: ofear ye a a awa TTaz: 
BAITS: HI -AA, Aa-FaIT A War: 
WaT Us Teta, AAUSse-ATSa: 
araaana aeae fare: Feafa-aaaT 0” 
OM TT-ASTHEA Stal A A-PMT ATL 
AT T-ATA-AAET TWA | 
“faareqy-fafta-aaent: VWrea-epyat-ATITT: 
Tee fren: Ten faaaieza: uv" 
“sigta qeea a aaa qaeaa”’ 
“aTe-qat”’ 
“SAL WHY TAA HS-TeTs-aTTge ! 


“aaa: BT UTUsL Ta seta-afaaha sear a 
AAMT TTP TTA: 


‘Par-ara-sgara FEAT 
AM: WE: AIT: STF: 

ge wetqia-faeaned : 
TATAL-ATTA-TT: | TTA 1” 
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The use of injunctions are as follows . 

This house of Visnu, resplendant with the pure 
lusture of that great God, has been founded by the 
famous king Yasovarman whichis meant for offering 
hospitality and food to Vaisnavas. 

All those who will act as the head of thts Asrama 
dinstitution) as well as all other officials are to follow 
the injunction of king Yasovarman. 

They are to extend and improve this institution, will 
take charge of those growing old in the service of this 
institution, to honour guests and to offer them all 
hospitality. For those who remain and serve here, 
hospitality to guests will be the highest duty 

Regarding hospitality and honour to guests the follow- 
ing are the rules which are to be observed in offering 
honour to them — 

A Brahmin (Dvija) is to be heldin higher respect 
than men of other castes and if many people ot the same 
caste arrive here, those distinguished by noble character, 
high quality and learning are to be more honoured. 

A Royal Prince (Raja=Putra>, a Munister and a 
Military commander of good character are to be honoured 
in due order and hospitality should be offered to them. 

A warrior who has shown his valour 1n battle 1s to 
be honoured more than one who is not conspicuous in 
war (Paranmukha~one who shows his back to ene- 
mies—hence a coward), since a brave warrior contributes 
much to the protection of Dharma. 
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Among leained men those well-versed in the three 
Vedas are to be honoured most, next in order, will come 
an Achaitya—learned in Sabda-shastra and a man 
devoted to Brahmacharya ts to be preferred to men well- 
versed in any one of the sciences. 

A scholar well-versed in Sabda-shastra is to be 
honoured more than one who 1s learned 1n Pancha- 
ratra-lore. An Acharya and a teacher are to be 
honoured more than the two above 

A house-holder learned in many sciences 1s to be 
shown as much honour as to an Acharya 

(So says Manu—Canto II, verses y 

“Wealth, relationship, age, noble deeds and learning 
are the five sources of honour (Five causes which make 
men show honour to others). Of these five the one 
succeeding should be regarded as a greater source of 
honour ” 

Ordinary people, children o1 boys, old men, diseased 
persons, poor men and those without any protector are 
to be fed and treated medically. 

Every day the God 1s to be worshipped and Homas 
performed according to the injunctions of the Shastras. 
The Kapila cow ts to be honoured and grass and other 
eatables to be given to her. 

At the end of every month (lunar month Amabasya) 
Pindas made of four adhakas of rice are to be prepared 
and offered to the souls of those who lost their life in 
battle or elsewhere (in the performance of good deeds), to 
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those who have none to offer Pinda and also to the souls 
of the poor, to those without heirs, young people and 
aged men having no relations or protectors and thereby 
the souls of such people are to be comforted. 

Those who bathe in the sacred tank named Yaso-= 
dharatadaga in the month of Falgun are to be fed on the 
full moon day attached to that month. 

Those who perform regularly their three prayers, men 
of high character, those devoted to Vedic studies as_ well 
as men of the fourth Asrama or Yati who have snapped 
up all connections with the life of a householder . . 
dare also to be honoured and fed). 

Food or Stipend () should be given to householders 
devoted to study (of the Shastras). 

Food prepared of half a prastha of rice should be 
offered as Bali to crows. 

King Yasovarman, the ruler of men, of great prose 
perity, and with a great charitable disposition, looks to 
the future conduct of the mutilated Kings of Kambuyya 
line. 

Royal Princes, ministers (Mantri), and other promi- 
nent people will try to preserve their (spiritual) body of 
fame by all means and follow the injunctions of the King 
to maintain and preserve the interest of others even at 
the cost of trouble (sacrifice) to themselves. 
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Bas-relief from Angkor Vat 
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THE BAYON 


Would it not be difficult to conjure up a mental 
picture of the huge human heads fashioned out of massive 
stone boulders wearing an enigmatic smile? Inscrutable 
that simple may be, but it 1s no cynical derision of the 
World’s pain, nor any stoical disregard for the misery 
and affliction under which humanity groans, it 1s one of 
deep compassion , it beams with an expression of intense 
charity for those who are heavy-laden, a theme so dear 
to the Mahayanist mind, an idea which only a Chiist or 
Buddha could conceive in their infinite mercy and trans« 
form it into a [living force <A casual traveller of a 
materialistic frame of mind will view this Nurvanic 
composure with suspicion , to him it would be a leer of 
the evil one. 

Yet such is the spectacle that the Mahayana 
Sanctuary at Bayon offers us. Right in the centre of the 
ancient capital, Angkor Thom, this temple was built and 
the state of dilapidation into which it has fallen suggests 
that this shrine was the earliest structure set up by the 
Hinduised Khmer monarch, Jayavarman VII. The 
longitudinal cracks across those gigantic faces, the 
crevices that are detected everywhere, the umbrella-like 
spread of the trees that have clawed into the disjoined 
masonry, the crumbling gateways, the roofs that have 
sunk down, all attest to its great age. The monument of 
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the Bayon with these enormous masks, its well-propor= 
tioned towers, its vaulted corridors, its double circuit of 
galleries, its fine facades, its charming sculpture, its 
wonderful design and still more amazing execution, 1ts 
immense details, and the infinite care with which they 
have been carried out, all constitute the first of Jaya- 
varman VII's architectural ventures, which drained his 
royal treasury and which the incessant toil of the war 
prisoners <his victorious arms secured) made possible 
But these are nothing , they would be interesting as a 
work of art, it 1s the bas-reliefs, some three quarters of a 
mile long, containing eleven thousand figures of man and 
beast , even then they would be comparatively valueless 
were they only depictions of the Jataka stories like those 
that decorate the Pradakshinapatha of the Borobodour 1n 
Java. Their real importance, we refer to the bas-reliefs 
of the Bayon, lies in this fact that they portray the daily 
life of the Khmer of the 12th Century,—the market 
crowd, the interest people took in hunting or fishing, 
their prostration before the deity, then marching army, 
their court and the levee their hings held, all these 
appear in vividness Itis1eally an eracular demonstra= 
tion of what might have been composed in ink and des- 
troyed or lost by the passage of so many centuries. We 
have the verification of their endless clash with their 
neighbours both from the east and the west. If the inscrip= 
tions which are about 40 in number could all remain 
intact, we could have a complete history of the period. 
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The structural motif of the Bayon Temple offers a 
striking similarity to Angkor Vat Chronologically 1t 
must have been this Temple that held pattern to Vat, 
for, it was built at least two centuries earlier Itis also 
a threesstoried edifice with fong corridors, spacious 
doors, wide flight of stairs, short balcomies, vaulted 
galleries, and mural decorations in the foundation wall. 
The basement alone has an area of some 150,000 square 
feet andis supported by square pillars, each six feet 
thick , there are shorter columns which hold up the 
balconies 

There are tiaces of the images of Avalokiteswara 
altered into Siva-Buddhas We cannot say that the 
Sivaite transformation included the phallic representation 
of Maheswara, and itis only in recent years that a 
seated Buddha has been exhumed from under the ruins 
Pe:thaps the Lingam, if it was at all “installed, might be 
still lying buried 
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THE TERRACE OF THE LEPROUS KING. 


Not very far from the Temple there ts a terrace 
where a number of statues with a dignified bearing, hold 
their mute court ina thickly wooded space. There 1s 
one among them whose leg 1s deformed, but which othe: - 
wise 1s quite normal and a palm of whose hand 1s missing 
and whose left side is slightly pitted. His countenance 
radiates with an inward calm and there 1s_ nothing 
feprous about him. The designation shows the morbidity 
of modern innovation and nothing else Some attempts 
have been made to identify him with Kuvera, the Divine 
Attendant of Hara. But the description of the Puranas 
or that of Kalidas does not tally with that of the figure. 
Kuvera, the god of 11ches, stands bereft of his mace 
before the Creator of the Vedas. The gods that have 
come with him to petition against the atrocities of 
Taraka are reviewed one by one, when Brahma asks the 
Yaksha why he looks like a wind-swept tree that has its 
branches destroyed. Thereisno such look of despon- 
dency in the statue though his hands do not carry any 
mace. It1s possible that the figure represents Jayavarman 
VII, the royal founder of Angkor Thom. To our eyes 
he appears to be of Buddhistic origin. Any way he is 
no leper. 
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From the little town of Siemieap, the approach to the 
park of Angkor has been rendered the happtest by the 
presence of the stateliest of all Khmer architecture. 
Angkor Vat, the stone edifice of King Suryavarman II, 
the Parama Vishnuloka, figures not only as the most 
splendid structure of the twelfth century, but in its enors 
mity and gorgeousness it surpasses all what the ancient 
Cambodians set up. Is there any monument ot such colos« 
sal magnitude, of such graceful appearance, of such well- 
coordinated pile as the Vat happens to be, which has 
been solely dedicated to the devotion of a cult? Palaces 
there might be, erected for satisfying the pomp and vanity 
of a ruler, but rare are the instances, except in the 
Hinduized East, of monarchs reserving all their re 
sources and energy of kings’ choosing the best and the 
most enduring materials for building the abode of the 
Diety they worshipped while for their own residence they 
chose fess costly and fragile materials. The brick-built 
palaces of sovereigns like Yasovarman I, have long ago 
vanished from the face of the earth, but their temples and 
shrines, their monasteries and libraries, their bridges and 
tanks, all that were undertaken in the name of the Lord 
are still the silent witnesses to the peculiar sptritual out- 
look of these kingly benefactors. The Vat, with its 
fringe of accacia wood, for example, represents the 
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Khmer conception of the Goloka, all that could contri- 
bute to its sumptuousness of style, to its magnificence of 
design, to its neatness of execution, have been unstinted« 
ly employed. It must have severely drained the re- 
sources of its royal founder, it certainly taxed the in- 
genuity of the best architects and artists of the age to 
the utmost. Years of patient organisation and huge 
amount of human labour must have been expended to 
bring so grand a project to a successful issue. Heavy 
blocks of stones had to be carted, to be fashioned into 
proper shape and size and to be polished and chiselled 
before the incidents from the Sacred Literature of the 
Vaishnavas, or events relating to the life at court, or 
scenes from military manouevres could be carved on 
them. This required the deftness of a large number of 
sculptors, whose technic 1s strongly reminiscent of the 
Hindu influence. The stones, some of them at feast, had 
to be raised to a height of seventy feet and then cemented 
carefully. The cementing medium was probably some 
vegetable liquid as suggested by M. Cleys in the case 
of Champa structure. 

The temple and the Palace at Angkor Vat are truly 
enormous affairs. Only a few centuries back these 
Cambodians who are indebted to a foreign power to-day 
for the reinstation of their old glory, could conceive and 
execute such stupendous edifice! The Taj at Agra is 
a ‘dream in marble,’ after all, it is an attempt to keep 
green the memory of physical love. But here as we 
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stand at the foot of this stone grandeur of the Vat, we 
have a glimpse of the Endless, for, it is an offering to the 
Transcendental , it relates to life beyond death. The very 
Naga, the manyszheaded serpent that guards the portal 
with its giant hood uplifted is the emblem of the Eternal 
Couch to the One Who is without a beginning and an 
end. 


We are lost in admiration as we gaze at the beauti- 
ful facades, long galleries with vaulting roofs, wide halls, 
arched doors, galaxy of vast courtyards which were 
interspersed with smaller buildings of which only ruins 
remain The principal portal, contrary to the older 
convention, opens to the West. The gateway, itself a 
magnificient structure 753 feet long, contains beautiful 
carvings on the doorstops. Here there 1s an image of 
Vishnu about ten feet and a half high standing on a 
suitable altar. From the gateway to the opening in the 
outer terrace the distance measures 528 yards approxi- 
mately and a fine causeway thirty feet wide has been 
paved and balustraded with the snake motif across a fosse 
220 yards in width. This moat is really a deep narrow 
lake that encircles the whole of the central edifice which 
covers an area of 10 acres of beautifully laid-out gardens. 
The approach to the inner courtyard is imposing indeed , 
for, the main monument which is a three-storied struc 
ture gradually presents itself to the view in tiers. The 
three central towers, pyramid in shape have on either 
side shorter towers with rounded domes. They are 
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{ike so many peaks of the Mount Meru. Seen from the 
base the huge domes are lost ina giddy height, often 
they remain bathed in the light of the setting sun long 
after the rest of the building is lost in dim twilight. 

The central portion extends on both flanks into 
square pillared corridors and cloistered galleries which 
contain 575 yards of fine basereliefs. They display the 
denizens of Heaven and Hell as the twelfth century 
Cambodians conceived. Most of them are crumbling to 
dust. There are also some paintings on some of the 
walls depicting the last rest of the Kuru Generalissimo 
ona bed of arrows, the churning of the ocean by the 
Devas and the Daityas and the judgment scene of Yama. 
There 1s a painting where Narayana is seen on the back 
of Garuda, his four arms holding suitable weapons for 
felling the demon leaders , another portrays the release 
of Aniruddha, a third one, equally as charming, depicts 
Han fighting Kalanemi. 

Perhaps the best attempt to glorify incidents from the 
Hindu Epics 1s the battle between Rama and Ravana. 
The wild army of the Prince of Ayodhya is marshalled 
by the faithful Hanuman who flies at the twenty=handed 
King of the Rakshasas. Rama, away from his kingdom 
as he is, fights on foot while the monarch of the golden 
Lanka rides on a chariot under the wheels of which are 
crushed the wounded soldiers of both sides. 

The smilling Apsaras, the lions on their haunches and 
the praying Garudas are still extant, but like other 
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carvedsin figures, the transennas and the slanting corru- 
gated roof ledges, they show sings of decay. Owing to 
the indefatigable love of the French for preserving the 
relics from further destruction a few of the images have 
been grouped and collected in some of the long corridors. 
How sombre those seated images look under the vaulted 
abode as the sun rays filter through the spacious 
windows! A deep silence reigns and only the most 
boisterous would dare interrupt the serene beatific vision. 

There are two Pustakashramas which must have been 
the depository of sacred books in the old days. They 
are in perfect unison with the rest of the structure. 

Flights of stairs lead to the topmost storey where the 
sanctum for the Holy of the Holtes was. Perhaps the 
sixsarmed Vishnu whom we find toeday standing 
detatched from the alta1 was the one that received the 
homages of the powerful monarch Suryavarman II. 
There are four emblems tn four hands of this idol and 
its countenance wears a smile of divine approbation. 
What a beautiful picture unfurls before the mind’s eye 
as westand in the galleries or under those carefully- 
modelled porches! Ulnder these very porches only a 
few centuries ago trooped out every morning and 
evening the Puyaris of Vishnu while the crowd around 
awaited reverently for thew blessings. The soldiers 
would line up between the people and dignitaries while 
the King watched the whole of the proceedings from the 
adjoined gallery. 
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Will this story never repeat itself, shall we never 
witness another revival of that superb Hinduism which 
is the keynote to all activities, whether in art, literature, 
sculpture or politics? Who knows ? 


Om Namah Sivaya. 
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